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Carbon County WPLI Advisory Committee 
Meeting Summary 
September 25, 2017 

Carbon County Higher Education Center, Rawlins, WY 
 

   Draft for Review     Approved 

Committee Members Present: 
John Espy, County Commissioner 
John Johnson, County Commissioner  
Pat Rollison, Sportsmen 
Jeff Streeter, Conservation 
Dave Throgmorton, Energy 
Connie Wilbert, Non-Motorized Recreation 
Shaleas Harrison, General Public 
Leanne Correll, General Public 
Joe Parsons, Conservation District 
 

Members Absent: Glen Alameda, Agricultural 
Organizations, Joan McGraw, Motorized Recreation 

Others Present: 
Andy Mowry, Bureau of Land Management 
Greg Hiatt, Wyoming Game & Fish 
Nicole Gautier, UW Haub School  
Gary Raymond, Ferris Mountain Ranch 
Emma Diercks, Bigfoot 99 

Agenda 
Old Business: 

1. Approve August 28, 2017 meeting summary 
2. Wildlife in Ferris Mountains and Bennett 

Mountains WSAs: Greg Hiatt, WG&F 
3. Bennett Mountains field trip update 

New Business: 
1. Discuss committee meeting schedule and 

timeline for meetings through Spring 2018  
2. Discuss committee member interests and 

potential options related to Encampment 
River Canyon WSA 

Public Comment 
N/A 
 

Handouts 
1. Agenda 
2. August 28, 2017 Meeting Summary 
3. Updated Proposed Schedule and 

Timeline for Carbon County WPLI 
Advisory Committee  

Actions Taken 
1. The committee will find a date for a Bennett Mountain WSA field trip in early November. Leanne 

Correll will reach out to the Kortes family to ensure their involvement.  
2. Steve Smutko will post the matrix of non-BLM designation options and Paul Spitler’s associated  

presentation to the Carbon WPLI website  
3. Nicole Gautier will prepare a comment gathering handout for the public concerning the WSAs.  
4. Nicole Gautier will compile interest and options statements for Encampment River Canyon WSA into  

a Google Document to share with the committee, open to their revisions  
5. The committee set a goal to hold an evening public input meeting for Encampment and Prospect 

WSAs in November or early December, and a public meeting for Ferris and Bennett WSAs in January 
or February 

 

Meeting Summary 
Greg Hiatt shared his knowledge on ungulate management and hunting regulations in the Ferris WSA and 
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surrounding area. Dates for field trips and public input meetings were discussed. The committee 
participated in interest identification and option generation for Encampment River Canyon WSA. 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Steve Smutko introduced the new project associate, Nicole Gautier. 
 
Greg Hiatt, Wyoming Game & Fish 
Greg Hiatt opened the floor to questions concerning hunting and game management. The bighorn sheep 
herd in the Ferris Range and Bennett Range are well established. Elk herd objectives are coming up for 
review. The objective is 350, and the count last winter for the Ferris-Seminoe herd was a little over 800.The 
numbers are going up, even if with more licenses are going out. Wilderness designation in the Ferris 
Mountains probably wouldn’t affect elk, because access is good. 
Leanne Correll asked Greg to speak to the percentage of licenses given to in state hunters vs. out of state 
hunters. Greg said non-residents receive sixteen percent of elk licenses, and twenty percent of deer 
licenses. Both are in high demand, partially due to the opportunity to hunt in what appears to be 
wilderness, without crowds.  If hunters are in a designated wilderness area, they are required to have a 
guide. This provoked a discussion over hunting guides for non-residents. 
Bighorn Sheep were discussed. With bighorn sheep, Game & Fish is not yet at a point where they would 
consider a ewe harvest, but transplants or ewe licenses could be in the future. They are about halfway to 
the herd objective of 300 in the Ferris and Seminoe Ranges.  With bighorn sheep hunting would have to 
occur on the mountain, so a professional guide would be required. Questions arose over how bighorn 
management would differ with wilderness designation. All previous release sites have been just outside the 
WSA. John Espy asked what protections would need to be in place to protect sheep habitat if Bennett 
wasn’t designated as Wilderness. Greg Hiatt said timber harvest might be beneficial. He mentioned 
potential threats, including renewed interest in gold-mining and proposals for power generation (wind and 
pump storage). Habitat management and guzzler location and maintenance were brought up. 
Shaleas Harrison asked about outfitter hunting camps. The BLM or Forest Service are in charge of those 
licenses, not Game & Fish.  
The Bennett Range is outside of Greg Hiatt’s jurisdiction, questions for that area should be directed to Will 
Schultz.  Greg Hiatt expressed that Game & Fish is happy with the current management as a study area, and 
are generally in favor of wilderness, with some flexibility.  
 
Old Business and Announcements  
Leanne Correll spoke to the Kortes family, who live on north side of Bennett Range. They would like to 
attend a meeting to address the committee, and were disheartened they had not been reached out to 
earlier.  
The August 28, 2017 meeting summary was approved, with edits. 
 
John Espy announced that Gregory Cowan is leaving the Wyoming County Commissioners Association 
(WCCA) on Oct 6th, 2017.  Cowan will stay on as contract employee with WPLI process. 
Connie Wilbert expressed her concern over lack of guidance from the WCCA.  The committee discussed 
potential issues with moving forward, and the loss of Gregory Cowan.  
 
Ferris and Bennett Trip Report and Future Field Trip 
Shaleas Harrison shared a trip report from her field trip into the Ferris and Bennett WSA’s. Dates for a field 
trip were discussed. The first week of November was agreed upon as a tentative date, with the public to be 
included.  
 
Logging Public Comment and Potential Dates for Public Meetings 
Finding a method to track public comments, particularly those issued orally, was discussed. Shaleas Harrison 
offered the reminder that comments need to be received in a format available to the entire committee to 
be considered official. She created a document to log past public comments. A request was made to create 
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a hardcopy WSA comment handout for the public. Nicole Gautier will create this handout, with the 
categories similar to: What does it mean to you? How to do you use it? What do you want to see in future? 
 
10:30 Break 
Encampment River Canyon WSA Interests and Options 
Steve Smutko reintroduced interests and options, and reminded the committee that interests and options 
exist on a spectrum. The committee was given time to brainstorm, and then write down their interests 
related to Encampment River Canyon WSA in order to share with the committee. They displayed their 
interests on a large sticky cloth.  
 
Connecting Interests to Options  
Steve Smutko expanded upon interests and options, asking the committee to think about “by doing x (the 
option) am I able to meet y (my interest)”, and offered the reminder that not every option will satisfy every 
interest. 
 Interests will be complied in a separate document for the committee to review. The committee was asked 
to personally prioritize interests, and identify high-value interests. The objective is to meet the high value 
interests of everyone on the committee. 
 
Wilderness Designation or Hard Release Not the Only Options 
John Espy clarified that there is a spectrum of options available, with Wilderness designation on one 
extreme, and hard release on the other. In-between, there is a full slate of options. It is up to the committee 
to go through the process, and slide down the scale to find the option(s) that best meet the public and the 
committee’s interests to manage these lands in to future.  
Connie Wilbert clarified that an option would be to maintain WSA designation. John Espy said that is the 
default option, and what would happen if the committee could not reach an agreement. 
Leanne Correll suggested that it would be help to have the spectrum of options in writing, with some of the 
middle options clarified. She emphasized the importance of public understanding that the options are not 
black and white.  
Connie Wilbert expressed concern over disparate recommendations from the different counties involved. It 
was agreed that making recommendations that aligned to standards already in place was preferable.  
 
Option Generation 
Steve Smutko emphasized this was an opportunity for the committee to get options on the table, without 
locking anything in. Options can be generated without decisions being made. The committee was given 
about ten minutes to brainstorm. The committee posted their options on the sticky board, and Steve 
Smutko read them aloud to the committee. He reminded the committee that as more information is 
gathered, there would be opportunity to revise options.  
 
Next Steps 
The set of options from this meeting will be typed up and sent out to the committee as a Google Doc, with 
opportunity to revise. Additional options or revisions can be sent to Nicole Gautier. Additionally, there will 
be opportunity to get public input. This will be helpful in the negotiation phase. 
Nicole Gautier is working on populating the Carbon WSA Assessment & Recommendation document for 
each WSA, starting with Encampment River Canyon. The Assessment & Recommendation documents are 
available for the committee to review, revise, and comment on.  
The committee will go through this interest and option generation process for each WSA.  
 
Committee Meeting Schedule and Timeline 
Steve Smutko introduced a proposed meeting schedule and timeline. He stated that given the tasks that the 
committee needs to complete, it looks like the committee may be able to get their recommendations to the 
Board of Commissioners by June 2018. The committee reviewed the schedule and made no changes. The 
discussed finding an alternate date for the December meeting. Connie Wilbert expressed concern that it 
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might be difficult to find a December meeting date and that she would like the committee to consider 
extending the timeline to July if they are unable to find a time all can meet. The committee made a goal to 
hold an evening public input meeting for Encampment and Prospect WSAs in November or early December, 
and a public meeting for Ferris and Bennett WSAs in January or February. It was clarified that getting public 
input was an open comment gathering process, not a scientific poll. 
  
 
Final Comments 
Jeff Streeter expressed his concern about making management recommendations based on current use, 
when that use is subject to change in the future. John Johnson suggested focusing on protection of specific 
characteristics, while keeping the broad ecosystem picture in mind.  
 
Public Comment 
None were provided.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:06PM.  

Next Meeting 
  
             Date: October 30, 2017 
             Time: 9:00am – 12:00pm 
             Location: Carbon County Higher Education Center 
 
 Draft Agenda: 

1. Interest and Option generation  
2. Zoom session with representative from American Rivers 
3. Presentation from the Kortes Family? 
4. Pick a date or opt to postpone the December meeting 

 


