
Carbon Co. WPLI Advisory Committee Meeting Summary   Page 1 

 
 

Carbon County WPLI Advisory Committee 
Meeting Summary 

July 31, 2017 
Riverside, WY 

 

   Draft for Review     Approved 

Committee Members Present: 
John Espy, County Commissioner 
Joseph Parsons, Conservation District 
Pat Rollison, Sportsmen 
Jeff Streeter, Conservation 
Shaleas Harrison, General Public 
Leanne Correll, Saratoga Resident 
Glen Alameda, Agricultural Organizations 
 

Members Absent: 
John Johnson, County Commissioner 
Dave Throgmorton, Energy 
Joan McGraw, Motorized Recreation 
Connie Wilbert, Non-Motorized Recreation 
 

Others Present: 
Sarah Hutchins, UW Ruckelshaus Institute 
Emma Diercks, Bigfoot 99  
Andy Mowrey, BLM Outdoor Recreation Planner 
Jason Crowder, Assistant Director, Trust Land 
Management Division of the Wyoming Office of 
State Lands & Investments 
Lee Ann Stephenson, Lazy Acres Campground  
Sandy Streeter, General Public 
 
 
 

Agenda 
 
1:30 Meeting Convenes 
Old Business: 
1. Comments on the Carbon County WPLI data and 

recommendation templates 
New Business: 
2. Discussion of learnings from the Prospect 

Mountain WSA field tour 
2:00 Public Input on the Prospect Mountain WSA 
2:30 Resumption of Committee business meeting 
 
3. Planning for the August fly-overs of Ferris and 

Bennett Mountain WSAs. 
4. Discussion with Jason Crowder, Office of State 

Lands and Investments: issues related to state 
lands section adjacent to the Encampment River 
Canyon WSA 

5. Discussion with BLM staff on information 
regarding the Prospect Mountain WSA and 
Encampment River WSA 

6. Additional data and information needs for 
Prospect Mountain and Encampment River 
WSAs. 

 
3:45 Public Comment 
4:00 Adjourn 
 

Handouts 
1. Agenda 
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Actions Taken 
1. The committee finalized the scheduling for the flyovers of the Ferris and Bennett Mountain WSAs.  
2. The committee discussed observations from the morning’s field tour of the Prospect Mountain 

WSA. 
3. The committee determined additional data needs that Jason Crowder and Andy Mowrey could 

provide. 

 

Meeting Summary 
 
Scheduling of the August flyovers was discussed during this time. Jeff Streeter said that the flyovers were 
scheduled for August 2 during two time periods, 6:15am and 6:45am. The fly-over loop was thought to take 
approximately 45 minutes.  
 
According to Pat Rollison, the BLM said they were doing work up in the Bennett Peak region and they were 
going to be taking photos up in that region.   
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
The public meeting opened at 1:41 p.m. Committee members and public introduced themselves. 
 
Comments on the Carbon County WPLI data and recommendation templates 
 
The committee was interested in having Steve Smutko assign them certain parts of the recommendation 
template to go through and fill out for each meeting. This would give them more structure and motivation 
to fill out the templates.  
 
Discussion of learnings from the Prospect Mountain WSA field tour 
 
John Espy said that although the road adjoining Prospect Mountain WSA is in poor condition, he was 
skeptical about constructing a new road.  Espy felt that allowing a 100-yard easement on the south side of 
the road would help deal with a lot of the maintenance issues. Usually there is only three weeks to a month 
out of the year where the road experiences heavy usage. 
 
Leanne Correll mentions that the WSA boundary is directly to one side of this road so if timber did fall down 
they cannot be pushed into the Wilderness Study Area.  
 
Shaleas Harrison was concerned about about a 100-yard buffer from the south side of the road—specifically 
wondering why that much space is needed. Harrison also felt that in the committees recommendation they 
should include stipulations as to what type of road should be constructed in the future.  
 
Jeff Streeter mentioned that a characteristic of this particular road is that it is inaccessible and it should not 
be necessary to construct or further develop that road. A core number of people use that road and they 
have no complaints and ill-equipped users of that road are ultimately the ones that complain about the 
road.  
 
Andy Mowrey mentioned that in the 10 months he has been in his position, he has received one complaint 
about the road—specifically regarding campers utilizing the turn-around at the end of the road.  
 
Jeff Streeter said that the road usage parallels river flows— meaning that the level of usage will increase or 
decrease depending on water levels.  
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Joe Parsons observed that there was cheatgrass on south-facing slopes but that is relatively common. 
 
Leanne Correll wanted to note that there is another two-track road that is also in the vicinity of the Prospect 
Mountain WSA and asked Andy Mowrey if he knew anything about that road. Mowrey was not aware of this 
road. However, he did mention that the BLM will be working on a travel management plan for that region 
soon and those types of roads will be inventoried and reviewed.   
 
John Espy asks the public if they have any comments on either the Encampment River Canyon WSA or the 
Prospect Mountain WSA.  
 
Lee Ann Stephenson stated that she was attending this meeting to stay informed as to what the future was 
for the Encampment River Canyon WSA. Keeping track of what is happening to that region is especially 
important to her guests. The 18-mile stretch of the Encampment River trail is treasured by many of her 
guests. Shaleas asked if there are any mountain bikers that utilize the trail. Stephenson responds that there 
are many hikers, campers and fishers but no mountain bikers. The main complaint she hears from guests is 
that there are a lot of downed trees along the trail.  
 
Discussion with Jason Crowder, Office of State Lands and Investments: issues related to state lands 
section adjacent to the Encampment River Canyon WSA 
 
Jason Crowder introduced himself and presented an overview of the roles and responsibilities of the Office 
of State Lands and Investments. Crowder mentioned that they are currently working on analyzing isolated 
state lands that are located near locations such as WSAs and if they are financially impacted by that 
adjacent designation.  
 
Crowder said that the section of land that the committee was inquiring about near the Encampment River 
Canyon WSA is not currently on that list. That means, as far as revenue generation, that tract of state land 
was not found to be impacted by the WSA designation. Crowder elaborated by saying that it could have 
been determined for a number of reasons such as there is no use of that land in general and that its only 
potential is grazing leases.  
 
The next initiative that their office is pursuing is developing an evaluation matrix that determines the 
monetary impact of the state lands that are affected by these lands such as WSAs. Crowder also said he 
would be willing to provide the committee with the findings of that matrix once is has been completed. The 
study should be completed relatively soon.  
 
Shaleas Harrison asked how long would it take to pursue a land transfer if it is on this list and recommended 
for transfer. Crowder responded by saying that with Fortification Creek as an example would be about 3-5 
year for the transfer to happen still and they have been working on it for some time.  
 
Shaleas Harrison asked Crowder if there were any land potential figures for the state land close to the 
Encampment River Canyon WSA.  Jason Crowder responded by saying he could add it to the matrix if the 
committee was interested in that information.  
 
Joe Parsons asked if the state land-locked parcel near Ferris Mountains is on the inventory list? Crowder said 
that it was.  
 
Joe Parsons asked what the states perception of the WSAs is. Crowder says that they believe that the WPLI 
is a great process and it has been helpful for their office.  
 
Jeff Streeter asked Crowder if there are any parcels of state lands along wild and scenic river—which 
Crowder said that he was not sure but he thinks that the state would be.  
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Shaleas Harrison asks if the committee specifically recommends state land transfer if it would help. Crowder 
feels that it would help as the state does not know that these lands are a problem unless citizens inform 
them about it. If that is recommended then it may be potentially moved up on the states priority list.  
 
Shaleas Harrison asked if Crowder would provide the committee with information about the compensation 
they receive for sage grouse protections. Crowder said that he would be willing to provide that information.  
 
Discussion with BLM staff on information regarding the Prospect Mountain WSA and Encampment River 
WSA 
 
John Espy asked if Andy Mowrey could provide clarification with mountain bike usage along the trail. 
Shaleas Harrison said she researched this topic and she said that the mountain bikers utilizing the WSA are 
not technically doing anything illegal by utilizing the WSA, however her worry is that the bicycles are 
entering the Encampment River Wilderness—which is illegal.  
 
Andy Mowrey mentioned that he also thinks that the mountain bicyclist usage is minimal. There are only a 
few individuals mountain biking within this specific WSA.  
 
Joe Parsons says that his worry is that changing the designation to wilderness would limit usage to a user 
group when there are no trails available for them.  
 
The committee agreed that they would like to hear from the bicyclist user group and get their input. John 
Espy noted that although there may not be many mountain bike users currently, he feels that in the future, 
usage could increase.  
 
Jeff Streeter asked Andy Mowrey about how frequently he gets calls about the Encampment River Canyon 
WSA. Mowrey said that he does receive calls about the region however not many specifically within the 
confines of the Prospect Mountain WSA.  
 
Additional data and information needs for Prospect Mountain and Encampment River Canyon WSA 
 
The committee agreed that they would like to hear from a mountain biker that utilizes the Encampment 
River Canyon WSA.  
 
Leanne Correll mentioned that one thing we haven’t talked about today is the impact a wilderness 
designation would have on the vegetation management and that we do need to keep that in mind when 
making these determinations.  
 
Joe Parsons said he would invite Andy Warren from the BLM to attend the next meeting and talk about 
Ferris and Bennett Mountain WSAs.  
 
Greg Hyatt from Wyoming Game & Fish will also be invited to attend the August 28 meeting.  
 
Public Comment 
 
None were provided.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:26 p.m.  
 
 

Next Meeting 
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             Date: August 28, 2017 
  
             Time: 9:00 a.m.  
               
             Location: Carbon County Higher Education Center 
 
             Draft Agenda: 

1. Discussion of learnings from the August fly-overs of Ferris and Bennett Mountain WSAs. 
2. Presentation and/or discussion with invited representatives attending. 

a. Representatives: Bureau of Land Management and Wyoming Game and Fish 
3. Additional data and information needs for Ferris and Bennett Mountain WSAs.  

 
 


