
 

 

Written Statement Dissention 
For 

Wild & Scenic Designation for the Encampment River Canyon WSA 
October 15, 2018 

 

Carbon County Commissioners, 

The DRAFT Carbon County WPLI Advisory Committee (Committee) Recommendations to the 

Carbon County Board of Commissioners that was released for public comment after the 

Committee’s July, 2018 meeting included the provision to “Designate the Encampment River 

corridor as Wild and Scenic from the Colorado state line to the Odd Fellows Camp”.  After 

receiving and reviewing public comments, concerns regarding the Wild and Scenic (WS) 

designation were voiced.  After additional information was researched between meetings and a 

subsequent discussion held at the October 15th Committee meeting, a straw poll vote was taken 

on whether to proceed with the WS designation following the consensus process voting. The 

voting tally was: #1- 4, #2- 0, #3- 0, #4- 2, #5- 4. 

Per the Wyoming Public Lands Initiative Carbon County Advisory Committee Charter, “Any 

Advisory Committee member that rates a significant proposal (i.e., a proposal that involves 

significant discussion and has the support or qualified support of a majority of Advisory 

Committee members) as a 5 is required to specify their dissention in a written statement for 

inclusion in the final report to the Board of County Commissioners. Dissenters who share the 

same basic concerns can use a single dissention statement. Dissenters will also identify 

themselves by name and organization on their dissention statements. Any Advisory Committee 

member that rates a proposal as a 4 can specify their reservation in a written statement for 

inclusion in the final recommendations if the member so chooses.”  Please accept the following 

bullet points as the reasons for dissention for all those who voted 5 and one of the 2 members 

who voted 4. 

• We are not convinced that this stretch of river qualifies for Wild and Scenic designation 
as it does not function in “…free-flowing condition”. Hog Park Reservoir augments the 
flows of the Encampment River.  Data from studies on Hog Park Reservoir, Hog Park 
Creek and the Encampment River indicates that the flow in the Encampment River is 15 
to 20 cfs higher during low flow periods than prior the project to enlarge the dam.1 

• There are at least 2 agriculture diversions on tributaries, one being a trans-basin 
diversion that puts water into the North Platte drainage. 

• There are 3 WS designation categories; wild, scenic, or recreational.  In order to protect 
rivers according to the purpose of the act for any of the 3 categories, the WS Act uses 
water rights to maintain flows and restrictions on development of federal projects to 
preserve the natural path of the rivers.  While the water right granted to the federal 
government may be a “junior right” why should the federal government be allowed to 
obtain any water right on an already over appropriated river system? 

                                                           
1 Cheyenne Board of Public Utilities Operating Permit Renewal Water Resources Report, 02/28/2012. Prepared by 
Carol Purchase, Hydrologist, Brush Creek/Hayden Ranger District, Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests. 



 

 

• The WS Act provides Federal agencies the power to “take” senior water rights so long as 
just compensation is provided. 

• Why is this layer of “added” protection in addition to the Wilderness designation needed?  
In the State of Wyoming, all water bodies within Wilderness Areas and National Parks 
are classified as Class 1, outstanding waters per the Wyoming Department of 
Environmental Quality, Water Quality Division.  Class 1 waters have the highest 
standards of water quality protection.  If designated as WS, it puts the federal 
government in charge if someone claims there are water quality problems, whether the 
claims are founded or even unfounded.  This can have negative impacts on water users 
and livestock grazing. 

• Livestock grazing has been negatively impacted as a result of some WS designations as 
reported in the Impacts of Wild and Scenic River Designation report done by Utah State 
University2.  Examples given include fencing cattle away from some areas of the river, 
reduced or elimination of grazing on two allotments on the river bank from which cows 
could not be fenced out, several lawsuits have been filed during the past decade to 
prevent grazing that impacts the “outstanding values” of Wild and Scenic Rivers. 

• This was not the mission of the committee as we went through this process. 

• While the WS Act does not affect the jurisdiction or responsibilities of the States with 
respect to fish and wildlife, the administering Secretary can establish zones with no 
hunting periods.3 

There are numerous unintended consequences that could arise from a WS designation and we 
are not comfortable imposing these additional “unknowns” on the proposed Encampment River 
Canyon Wilderness Area during the WPLI process. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Glen Alameda, Agricultural Organizations 
Leanne Correll, General Public 
John Johnson, County Commissioner 
Joan McGraw, Motorized Recreation 
Joseph Parsons, Conservation District 

                                                           
2 Impacts of Wild and Scenic River Designation, Utah State University, A Report for the Utah Governor’s Public 
Lands Office by John Keith, Paul Jakus, and Jacoba Larsen; Department of Economics and Steve Burr, Doug Reiter, 
and Jascha Zeitlin; Institute for Outdoor Recreation and Tourism, Utah State University, Logan, UT. June 1, 2008 
3 Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, Pub. L. No 90-542, Section 12(b) (codified as 16 U.S.C. § 1283(b) (2018)) (“The 
administering Secretary may, however, designate zones where, and establish periods when, no hunting is 
permitted for reasons of public safety, administration, or public use and enjoyment and shall issue appropriate 
regulations after consultation with the wildlife agency of the State or States affected.”). 


